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Keystone Marker Trust Well Received
Contributor: Jane Fox Program Coordinator

Good news.
A Special Thanks goes out
to John “Jack” Graham from
Keystone Marker Trust,
speaker at our last meeting.
He has arranged for one of
our East Berlin Keystone
markers to be rehabilitated.
Irma Barnhart, Jack Graham and Jane Fox

EBHPS 2015 Calendar of Events
Date

Event

Time

Location

September 16
September 16
October 21
October 25
November 18
November 18

Board Meeting
General Meeting
Board Meeting
Hearth Cookers
Board Meeting
General Meeting

6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Log House
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall

6:30 p.m.

Red Men’s Hall

September 12

Colonial Day

8 a.m.- 4 p.m. West King St.

We will be dropping it off at
the Gettysburg High School
for the Tech students so
they can start working on it
the week of September 21.

November 18
Election of Officers
7:30 p.m
Red Men’s Hall
November 27, 28 &29 Log House Craft Show 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Log House
December 5
Christmas Party
6:30 p.m.
Red Men’s Hall
December 16

Board Meeting

There is always something historical happening at EBHPS.
Won’t you PLEASE join us at your next General Meeting?

SEE YOU at COLONIAL DAY, SEPTEMBER 12

Full house for Jack’s presentation

So, everyone be on the
look out when entering East
Berlin for our beautiful sign
- sometime mid November.

Colonial Day Quilt 2015 & 2016
Contributor: Carol Carlson

Message from Your Board President - Bev Jadus
By the time you receive this issue, Colonial Day #41 will
be right around the corner and then we will be awaiting the
final figures to see if we have raised the funds needed to feel
confident about the Society’s preservation work in the coming
year. Each fund-raising event is an adventure and of course we
are always concerned about what Mother Nature will send to
East Berlin the second Saturday in September every year.
I have been thinking a great deal about our five EBHPS
buildings lately and how we might find more uses for them, even
some that would help raise money for their upkeep. We often
come up with ideas but have not found any to really catch on yet.
The only building with regular, ongoing use is Red Men’s as our Bev Jadus, President
headquarters and meeting place. Red Men’s, the log school and
the log house are very important to the education program, the hearth cooking club, and the
Log House Craft Show but those schedules do not take large amounts of time. Swigart’s Mill
and the Liberty #1 Engine House have no current uses.

AND SO……..a challenge for our readers:
“Brainstorming carries no commitment and requires little time.”
Can you come up with some “creative ideas” for any or all of these buildings?
Keep in mind that:
Red Men’s Hall has all utilities.
School House has a potbelly stove but no electricity or plumbing.
Log House has a fireplace and electricity but no plumbing.
Fire House has electricity, could have plumbing, no heat.
Swigart’s Mill has electricity, no plumbing or heat.
Please send your ideas to ebhps@comcast.net.
They WILL be carefully considered.

Bev Jadus
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Colonial day is upon us once again. Please show your support by coming into East Berlin for this special event; and most
important, buy your tickets for this year’s quilt raffle. Tickets are
$1.00 each or a real bargain at 6 for $5.00. The second and
third place prizes are an original watercolor by local artist Bobbi
Becker, and a set of turned wooden bowls donated by a society member. Our Society
information booth and quilt raffle will be located in front of the Studebaker House (now
home of Dennis and Kathy Neiman). Don’t miss out on your chance to be a winner.
Also on display will be our quilt for 2016. This blue and cream beauty is made up
of seven rows of nine-patch blocks, 63 in all, set on point in a tan and blue mini print
between rows of blue fabric. The entire quilt is bordered by a paisley print of blue, tan,
cream, rose and white. It is always a challenge to get the quilt on the quilt rack so that
it is straight and taut, with no lumps or bumps. Then the long process of hand quilting
begins and lasts into the spring months. Mariam Bechtel, Bev Jadus, and I will undertake that process soon after Colonial Day is over. Volunteers are welcome if you know
how to quilt, or just stop by Redmen’s Hall and fill us in on the local gossip.
Thank You....

East Berlin Historical Preservation Society is
Now on Facebook
Contributor: Lois Loges

Hear YE

Photo: Lois Loges

Hear YE

For all of you members out there who have a
Facebook account, please search for us on Facebook and Like Us and Share with your friends! Just
go to Facebook.com and in the Search Box on the
top of the page enter: East Berlin Historical Preservation Society and it should come up with our page.
Also on our webpage at ebhpspa.org, there is a
Like and Share button at the very top of the page.
Upcoming events and photos of EBHPSPA will be
posted to this FB page. Please spread the word!
Facebook has become one of the most rapid
growing means of worldwide communication with
1.49 Billion people using it each month.

or as identified.
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EBHPS Member Phil Blaker - Town Crier

Hands at the Hearth
Cooking Club
Photos: Jenn Oswald

Contributor: Jenn Oswald

EBHPS Hearth Cookers gathered at Redmens Hall in July to
plan the October 25th meal. Our main dish will be pork cutlets
with sides: cymlins (patty pan squash), cornmeal bread, mushroom soup, applesauce, and cabbage pudding with venison. The
meal will finish with baked pears for dessert.
Hearth Cookers will gather at noon on October
25th at the log house to begin cooking.
The East Berlin Historical Preservation Society Hearth cooking club is called Hands at the
Hearth.

Society Membership
Contributor: Peggy Bange
.

EBHPS Membership Chairman

We will again be having a Colonial Day Membership renewal
special! If you pay your 2016 membership dues at the EBHPS
Information Booth on Colonial Day, you will be issued a voucher for a
free funnel cake at the EBHPS Funnel Cake Stand. You will receive
one funnel cake voucher per paid member. We will have 2016
membership forms available at the Information Booth. You may also
print a 2016 membership form from the Society’s website (please
be sure you use the 2016 form because some important changes
have been made), complete it at home, and bring it to the Information
Booth with your check, on Colonial Day. Come early before we run
out of funnel cake mix!

2015 – 1764 Preservation Fund Members
Chairman’s Silver
VFW Post 8896

Platinum

Gold
Aero Energy
Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Hands at the Hearth meets two times a year to
plan our meals using historical receipts (recipes).
Then we gather at the log house to carry out the
cooking twice a year. Typically we gather to cook
in March and October.

Silver
ACNB Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Cross
East Berlin Beverage
East Berlin Community Library
East Berlin Chiropractic
Rick’s Custom Baling, LLC
Sites Realty, Inc.

Members of the society wishing to participate in
the cooking club should contact Jenn Oswald at
Linda Zeigler peels potaoes
717-308-0169 to receive safety instructions and
dates and times. Come on, you know you’ve wondered what it would be like!

EBHPS Building Report

The group coordinates the use of cookware
that the society owns which at this point is a
Dutch oven kettle, a cooper pot, a spider (skillet
on legs), and a reflector oven along with a few
utensils. The remaining items are shared from
members’ own collections.

Summer brings us sun, flowers, bird songs and…..a clear
view of rot. A recent inspection of the mill made it clear that it
needs a great deal of work on the exterior woodwork.

EBHPS Building Chair

Mike Loges, Bev Jadus and I just met with a contractor to inspect the many window
frames, sills, and sashes that need attention. The front gutter, which was boxed in so
that it looked appropriate for the building, needs to be replaced and disguised again
and the work on the porches needs to be completed.

If anyone has historic cooking implements
they wish to donate or if you wish to contribute monetarily to the group in order to expand
the society’s collection please contact Jenn
Oswald at 717-308-0169. Additionally anyone
wishing to donate hard wood for use in the fireplace would be greatly appreciated.
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Contributor: Bill Powell

The new siding that was installed at Red Men’s last year is showing bleed-through
from many knots although it was primed correctly. The contractor will be back to repaint
it free of charge. The front overhang at Red Men’s needs to be power washed and
repainted as well.
Doris Sabine prepares the table
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GHOSTS
AT THE
BECHTEL
MANSION

I had spoken to the Society membership
about two years ago about the paranormal
activity at my home, the Bechtel Victorian
Mansion Bed & Breakfast on West King
Street in East Berlin. Over the years – and
we have lived here for more than 16 years
– many things have occurred that could not
be explained by science or logic. We had
been investigated by a paranormal group
several years ago and this group found that
there is some sort of being or beings in the
house with us.

Contributor: Carol Carlson

About a week ago we had some guests – a Mom and her two teenage daughters and a
friend – who came to stay with us because we are “haunted” and they were really interested
in several ghost tours in Gettysburg. On Saturday morning during breakfast my husband
Richard talked with the guests about the many odd things that have happened to us and to
our guests over the years. When these ladies returned at night after their ghost tours, they
decided to see if they could conjour up some spirits of their own. What happened that night (or
early morning) was astonishing.
The Mom and her daughters stayed in the Balcony Suite, and their friend had the Melvin
Leas Room. For those who do not know about the Leas family, Melvin died when his horse
threw him and he hit his head and drowned in the Conewago Creek. The Leas family was so
distraught that they closed Melvin’s room and left it locked up with all his schoolbooks and
clothes exactly as he had left them – until the auction in 1982. Anyway, these ladies held a
séance in this room. They sat in a circle and held hands with no light except for a flashlight.
They used a necklace belonging to one of the girls as a test of paranormal activity. They
asked questions to draw out the spirits; each one holding the necklace in turn. Each question
elicited a response, by the flashlight flickering and by the necklace spinning and swaying as
if it was being pulled. They recorded all of this on their cell phones.
Their questions and resulting movements told them that they were speaking with Flossie,
the eldest daughter of William Leas. ( Flossie died at age 23 from spinal meningitis; and we
believe that she is our most active spirit. We often smell cigarette smoke when we are alone
in the house – we believe that she would sneak out onto the turret balcony and light up; and
she has been seen by passersby on that balcony. I found out during my house tours last year
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Anyway, our guests asked her if she did have a baby, and she indicated that she had. “Do
you know who the father is?” they asked. Yes, she did. “Was the father of the baby a member of this family?” they asked. No, it was not.
Then the ladies moved to a first floor parlor. Again they sat in a circle and asked more
questions. Then they found that they were communicating with Melvin. Once again the
flashlight flickered with each question and the necklace moved as though it was being tugged.
Melvin indicated that he was jealous that only Flossie had gotten attention from us. He also
confirmed that Flossie did have a child out of wedlock. Then one of the teenagers told us that
she found an indentation on the quilt where someone sat on the bed in the first floorbedroom.
Earlier, the quilt was smooth. One of the Leas children had sat on that bed.
As I watched the
video on the phone, I
was amazed that this
group of ladies could
elicit such responses
from our spirits. The
necklace could not be
moved like that by the
person holding it. It had
to have moved by supernatural powers. These
four ladies experienced
more activity here than
anyone else had. We
hope they come back for
a return visit.
B e ch t e l V ic t o r i a n Ma ns i on

But that wasn’t all. Our eight-year-old granddaughter had been playing with her Daddy’s
Legos upstairs on the third floor. She came down for lunch and went back upstairs when she
was done. Then she asked me if I had moved her little men. I told her that I hadn’t touched
them. “But Nana,” she said, “I had them all lined up right here and now they are in the cage.”
I told her “Maybe Melvin had moved them. He was probably curious and wanted to play
with them because they didn’t have Legos when he was growing up.” That was Kahlan’s
first experience with our ghosts.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN
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