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East Berlin Historical Preservation Society              January - February 2017            Vol. XXXIII No. 79

Historic East Berlin Christmas       
House Tour - A Grand Success!

Contributors: Lois Loges & Michael Hrinyak

Date
January 18
January 18
February 15
March 15
March 15
April 19
May 17
May 17
June 14
June 21
July 19
July 19
August 16
September 9
September 20
September 20
October 18
November 15
November 15
November 15
November 24, 25 & 26
December 9
December 13

Event
Board Meeting
General Meeting
Board Meeting
Board Meeting
General Meeting
Board Meeting
Board Meeting
General Meeting
Clean Mill & Pot Luck
Board Meeting
Board Meeting
General Meeting
Board Meeting
Colonial Day
Board Meeting
General Meeting
Board Meeting
Board Meeting
General Meeting
Election of Officers
Log House Craft Show 
Christmas Party 
Board Meeting

Time
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m 
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m. 
2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m
10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Location
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall 
Swigart’s Mill 
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
West King St.
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall
Log House
Red Men’s Hall
Red Men’s Hall

EBHPS 2017 Calendar of Events
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      Excellent Turn-out for the Historic East Berlin House Tour                                                         Ken Buohl Photo

On Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016, the East Berlin Historical Preservation Society sponsored a 
Christmas House Tour of five 18th and 19th century homes and buildings in East Berlin, 
PA and one in nearby Abbottstown.  Nearly 300 people from near and far enjoyed this 
special tour to start off the holiday season.   The streets of East Berlin were bustling with 
visitors.   In addition to the historic homes, three of the Society’s historic buildings were 
open for tour goers including the Old Log House with a hearth-cooking demonstration, the 
Church Schoolhouse and Red Men’s Hall.  In addition, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and Zwingli United Church of Christ were open for refreshments and music for tour goers.   
Thanks to the homeowners and Churches who kindly opened their doors for visitors to 
enjoy a historic holiday tour for a walk back in time!  And thanks to all of the volunteers who 
helped to make this event a success!
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With the coming of a new year, it seems only natural for many 
people to reflect upon the year that has just passed and to make 
plans, even resolutions, as to how to make the new year better.  I 
think the same course is a good one to follow for an organization 
such as the EBHPS.

First my reflections of the past year.  The Historical Society 
had a very successful Strawberry Festival (also known as the 
spring mill clean-up), Colonial Day, Craft Show, Christmas Party 
and, last but not least, Christmas House Tour.  These events did 
not just happen.  Each successful event reflects the planning and 
hard work of our many members who volunteered their time.  As 
President, let me thank each of you.  And many thanks to those of you who chose to serve 
as board members or officers, steering the Historical Society forward.   While thinking of the 
past year, I must also note that some of our members have moved on, either because of 
a physical relocation away from East Berlin or reaching the end of a life well lived.  We will 
miss them all as we continue to honor the history they helped to preserve.

Now what of the new year?  First, among the things I think we need to do to make the 
new year better is to focus on fund raising.  I was reminded of that need in late December 
when both the furnace and water heater at Red Men’s Hall needed tender loving care (the 
water heater didn’t make it and needed to be replaced).  Old buildings are needy buildings, 
and we have five in our care.  So our “ways and means” committee is going to seek out long 
term fund raising approaches to ensure that we can care for all of our buildings.  Secondly, 
I really want to see our membership increase and new people stepping forward to take the 
Historical Society into the future.  We have a vacant Vice President’s chair, and our Colonial 
Day chair will be stepping down at the end of 2017.  We need dedicated people to step up 
and take on these tasks for the future of the society and the safeguarding of the historical 
heritage we hope to pass on.   

       2017 EBHPS Officers and Directors

                  East Berlin Historical Preservation Society Officers

President: Michael Hrinyak                              Vice-president
      304 DeGuy Ave.                           (Position unfilled)          
      Hanover, PA 17331                            
           717-630-2468
                    michaeljosephhrinyak@gmail.com
          
Treasurer:  Kathy Neiman        Secretary: Carol Carlson
       200 West King Street        400 West King Street
       East Berlin, PA 17316                      East Berlin, PA 173156
       717-619-7788        717-259-7760
       kneimam94320@gmail.com      bechtelvictbb@aol.com  
    
               

     East Berlin Historical Preservation Society Board of Directors

Erma Barnhart           
10 Pine Court Dr.                                                  
Abbottstown, PA 17301                                                      
717-633-9727                                                       
barnhut@centurylink.net        
2nd term ends Dec. 2018        
                                               
Sharon O’Connell                                               
240 Third St.                                                
Hanover, PA  17331                                             
717-870-1634                                                       
sharona247@gmail.com                        
2nd term ends Dec. 2017                                    
      
Bill Powell                                                               
P.O. Box 764                                                                                                      
East Berlin, PA 17316
717-259-7049                                                          
baj12@verizon.net                                                 
1st term ends Dec. 2017                                         

Lucia Hrinyak
304 DeGuy Ave.         
Hanover, PA 17331
717-630-2468
loosh45@comcast.net
1st term ends Dec. 2017      

Jane Fox
410 Hoover School Rd.
East Berlin, PA 17316
717-259-9856
jafox39@gmail.com
1st term ends Dec. 2018

Beverly Jadus
P.O. Box 764
East Berlin, PA 17316
717-249-7049
baj12@verizon.net 
1st term ends Dec. 2017

Sue Hess
508 Beaver Street
East Berlin, PA 17316
717-259-7707
beau48comcast.net
1st term ends Dec. 2018
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Society Membership
Contributor: Peggy Bange, EBHPS Membership Chairman

As a reminder, your membership in the Society is based on a 
calendar year, and membership renewals are due by December 31 of 
each year.  The November 2016 issue of The Berlin Informer included 
a renewal application for the 2017 calendar year.  As of December 
16, we have 120 members who are current for 2017.  Of these, 48 
are life members.  However, there are 84 members who have not 
yet renewed for 2017.  To continue to receive The Berlin Informer without interruption, 
please be sure to renew your membership by January 31, 2017.  (Please check your 
membership paid through date on the front of this newsletter to see if your dues have 
been paid for 2017.)  A membership form is also available on the Society’s website.

I would like to thank everyone who renewed their memberships for 2017.
            

January 
Membership Meeting Program 
PROGRAM: Historic House Restoration

DATE / LOCATION: January 18, 7:30 p.m. at Red Men’s Hall

Brief Overview: Our speaker will be Luke Miller who has 
restored numerous homes in East Berlin including his own. 
If you attended the house tour on December 11th  Luke’s 
home was on the tour. Luke will be talking about the work 
and surprises renovating old structures can bring. He will 
have before and after pictures of some homes in town that 
he has worked on. I hope everyone can attend because it 
will be a very interesting program. 
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Mike Loges Photo

Hands at the Hearth 
Cooking Guild

Contributor:  Sue Hess

On October 30th the Hands at the Hearth Cook-
ing Guild, cooked up a feast.   Who would have 
thought that turkey with sauerkraut would have tast-
ed so good!  Yeast rye rolls, baked pumpkin, spin-
ach pudding, neeps and taders, squashed pudding 
with puffed pastry, it was quite a feast!!  Neeps and 
taders are cooked turnips and potatoes mashed to-
gether.  

For the Christmas House Tour the log house was 
decorated with a Christmas tree which was strung 
with cranberries, ginger cookie shapes, clear toys, 
dried fruit and candles.  The table was set with plum 
pudding, ginger bread cake and wafers with lemon 
curd!  A pork roast simmered on a spit by the open 
fire, the smell of glazed carrots, neeps and taders 
and biscuits filled the air.

Something good will be cooking in the new year,  Elk anyone? 

The EBHPS quilters are back at work on the 2017 quilt.  Mariam Bechtel, Winnie Flynn, 
Bev Jadus and I got together a few weeks ago and attached the quilt top, batting, and quilt 
back to the rack.  We set up a schedule to get together and work on the intricate quilting 
designs.  Right now we are quilting on Mondays and Thursdays, between 1:00 p.m. and 
3:00 p.m.  Some days we stay longer, depending on if we want to finish our thread or a 
particular row.  So far we have finished quilting on one side of the outer blue border and the 
inner red border.  We have started on one row of the tan sashing strips. We have rolled the 
quilt top so that we can continue on the sashing and the blocks.
 

A group of people from the Friendship Force in Harrisburg paid us a visit on Thursday.  
They had lunch at Sidney and then met at RedMen’s for an informational talk with our own 
Ben Franklin, Richard Fox.  The group was very interested in the quilt and asked us how 
long it would take to get the entire top quilted.  We told them that we had to finish it before 
Colonial Day in September, but we were really hoping to get it done by June. Our previous 
quilt took about 292 hours to quilt. I have a feeling that this one will take longer.  The outside 
borders and sashing go quickly but the blocks will take a bit longer.  Most of them have 
a feathered design, which is more complicated.  So we will keep track of the hours spent 
quilting – so far we have quilted about 20 hours.
 

Stop by RedMen’s and join Mariam, Erma Barnhart, Winnie, Bev and I.  We love the 
company and the gossip.

EBHPS Quilters.....UPDATE
Contributor: Carol Carlson

November Membership Meeting Program 
Contributor:  Sharon O’Connell 

Mike Loges Photo

President Abraham Lincoln’s favorite author was Shake-
speare? Did you know Mrs. Mary Lincoln loved to read 
books about spiritualism? This information and more was 
shared by Linda Clark during her presentation of what 
people were reading during the Civil War. Her presenta-
tion was held on November 16th, just four days before the 
153rd Anniversary of the Gettysburg Address.

 
Around twenty-five people were in attendance as Lin-

da walked us through the popular readings of the Civil 
War era. Linda did a wonderful job of sharing information 
through the use of a power point and by bringing along her 
large collection of books of the various genre people were 
reading during the 1860’s. 

Mike Loges Photo
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Mike Loges Photos

2016 EBHPS Christmas Dinner
Contributor:  Mary Kollmar

Our evening together was wonderful 
with 48 people attending. The program was 
based around 17 nativity scenes ten people 
shared with our group.

These special events can only take place 
because of the many volunteers that con-
tribute their time and delicious food! Many, 
many thanks to the following people that 

helped me so very much: Mike & Lucia Hrinyak, 
Bev Jadus, Bill Powell, Mike & Lois Loges, Erma 
Barnhart, Brian Oswald, Dick Kollmar, Karen She-
affer, Carol Carlson, Mariam Bechtel, Jane Fox, 
Sharon O’Connell, Sue Hess, Lucile Albaugh, Ken 
& Peggy Buohl, Shirley Heltibridle and everyone 
who shared their delicious covered dishes.

“We look forward to seeing all EBHPS members 
at the next dinner, December 9, 2017.”

EBHPS Log House Christmas Craft Show
Contributor:  Jane Fox

Another busy time in the log house November 25, 
26 and 27. Of course as always we had people wait-
ing in parking lot for us to flip the closed sign to Open. 
This year we had a new “wood man”, a new weaver 
and a new product which was homemade shortbread 
from The Shortbread Exchange. 

Special thanks to my CoChair Connie Rogers who 
takes care of the financial business of the show.

Thank you to Karen Sheaffer for portering and do-
nating hedge apples. Also a thank you to Lois Loges 
for giving Connie and me a break. The show appears 
to run itself but there are months of work and also get-
ting the log house ready and decorated along with 
chopping and hauling wood for the 3 day show. Next 
year we will be asking for some volunteers to help. I’ll 
give a report at the next meeting of how successful 
the show was.

Sue Hess Photo

Mike Loges Photos

EBHPS Christmas Historic House Tour
Contributors:  Lois Loges & Lucia Hrinyak

“Thank You” to our Historic House Owners
Dave & Mary Titzell Jeff Hamon Raeann Hamon

Luke Miller Front Door of Baker House Walt Geiger

Megan SmithTracy Dodge & Steve Lipman Anne Geiger


